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REPLY COMMENTS OF THE UTILITIES TECHNOLOGY COUNCIL 
 

 The Utilities Technology Council (“UTC”)
1
 hereby files the following reply comments in 

response to the Commission’s Public Notice in the above-referenced proceeding.
2
  UTC 

reiterates its support for AT&T’s Petition for Limited Waiver of Interim Performance 

Requirement for WCS C and D Block Licenses
3
 and its Supplement, which is universally echoed 

by other comments that were filed on the record.
4
  As UTC explained in its initial comments and 

it reiterates here, granting AT&T’s petition will serve the public interest by ensuring the efficient 

use of spectrum and the expeditious provision of service to the public.
5
  Moreover, comments on 
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Telecom, Inc., Petition for Limited Waiver of Interim Performance Requirement for WCS C and D Block Licenses, 

filed March 29, 2016 (Petition). 
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 AT&T Mobility Spectrum LLC, BellSouth Mobile Data, Inc., New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC, and SBC 
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 Petition at 21 (quoting Amendment of Part 27 of the Commission’s Rules To Govern the Operation of Wireless 

Communications Services in the 2.3 GHz Band, Order on Reconsideration, 27 FCC Rcd 13,651, 13,706 ¶ 135 (2012) 

(“2012 Order on Reconsideration”)).  See also Comments of UTC at 1.  

http://www.utc.org/
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the record agree generally with UTC that an extension of AT&T’s interim and buildout deadlines 

would meet the Commission’s waiver requirements and would serve the public interest.
6
  As 

these comments explain, extending the comment deadlines would make efficient use of the 2.3 

GHz spectrum, because AT&T has demonstrated its commitment to complying with the rules to 

protect incumbent the Satellite Digital Audio Radio Service (SDARS) and Aeronautical Mobile 

Telemetry (AMT) users in the band.
7
  Moreover, the comments agree with UTC that AT&T has 

demonstrated unique circumstances and a lack of reasonable alternatives in support of 

Commission grant of its waiver request.
8
 

 For all of these reasons, UTC urges the Commission to grant the petition and the 

supplemental filing by AT&T for a limited waiver of the buildout requirements and the 

performance metrics.  The public interest would be served by granting the waiver, which would 

advance the overriding national policy objectives in promoting the deployment of smart grid 

systems by utilities to enhance the reliability, security and safety of energy and water services.  

                                                                                                                                                             
 
6
 See Comments of UTC at 2 and 5.  See also Comments of Avista (expressing “strong support ….for the choices 

that AT&T and Nokia are innovating for utilities to be able to efficiently and effectively meet the evolving 

requirements for flexible, resilient, reliable, scalable, and secure network communications capabilities.”); Comments 

of High Tech Forum at 3 (stating that “reasonable, is consistent with technical facts, and offers public benefit; in the 

absence of opposition by the spectrum neighbors there is no downside to granting it.”); Comments of Mobile Future 

at 3(stating “granting AT&T’s waiver request will help utilities expand their capabilities for the benefit of 

consumers and the nation’s economy.”)  Comments of Tech Future at 1 (stating that “[t]he facts in this proceeding 

are consistent with one of the Commission’s classic paradigms for extending or waiving a construction 

requirement…”). 
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 See Supplemental Comments of Sirius at 3 (stating that “Having gained a more thorough understanding of the 

proposed use of the WCS C and D Blocks through the discussions underlying this coordination agreement and 

through the agreement itself, Sirius XM now fully supports the Petition, as supplemented.”) Id. (stating “Sirius XM 

is comfortable that the proposed service should not cause harmful interference into SDARS operations, particularly 

in light of a signed agreement ensuring effective collaboration with Sirius XM engineers on technical issues.”)  See 

also Comments of AFTRCC at 3 (stating that “[t]he collaboration between the parties has produced a positive 

working relationship which is to the benefit of both.  It has led to the successful coordination of thousands of AT&T 

WCS A and B block base stations, helping to accomplish not only AFTRCC’s objective for protection of AMT 

facilities, both Government and Non-Government, and AT&T’s deployment objectives, but also the objectives of 

the Commission and the Administration in the spread of new broadband facilities.”) 
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 See e.g. Comments of Public Knowledge at 2 (stating that “there is good cause to grant AT&T’s Petition, and 

doing so would serve the public interest, particularly in light of the troubled history of the WCS band.”) 
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Further, the limited waiver would promote effective use of the 2.3 GHz band, which has been 

challenging, considering the difficulty of protecting adjacent SDARS and AMT services 

incumbents.  Finally, a waiver is justified due to the unique factual circumstances associated with 

the deployment of smart grid communications systems by utilities, because a slight revision of 

the performance metrics would be consistent with both the purpose of the rule and the way that 

smart grid systems would be deployed in the band. 
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